
The majority (38/42) of young

people felt that a supported

placement should be

available up to at least 21.

“I think it is really important for

it to be changed to 21. 18 is not a

good age for young people with

leaving school and it is

unreasonable to expect young

people to find a job and live by

themselves...

Leaving the comfort of a

household and roof over your

head at 18 takes away young

people's stability when they need

it most." 

"18 is when Child Safety drop me. 

I need a transitional period."

"They should have their own

choice to stay until they're 21 or

leave when they turn 18."

 

 

 

 

 

“I'm in here [youth detention] for 8

months and all I want is to know

where I'm going to stay when I'm

getting out. I'll find out the day

before... How about I just go back

and stay in ‘juvie’ for a few weeks.

[Last time I got out,]Child

safety...told me, ‘Sorry you have

nowhere to stay. We can't place

you because you're too high risk'... 

I feel ignored [by Child Safety.”

"I don't know where I'm going to

stay after I turn 18."

W h a t  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  S A I D

PLACEMENT & SUPPORT TO 21

One in five young people were
unsure of where they'd live
when they turned 18.  This was
higher for young people in
residential care or youth
detention .

CREATE Foundation travelled across Queensland, speaking to 42 young
people (aged 15-18) with a care experience to hear their thoughts
and views about extending supported placements up to 21.

Many young people did not feel
confident in budgeting, getting
a job and finding suitable
accommodation.

Over two thirds of young

people thought they should

have the option to return to a

supported placement.

"Better preparation  IS NEEDED ]. 

It's a bit late. I'm nearly 18... Help

controlling my urges to buy stuff

and meal planning. If I'm eating

one meal a day successfully, 

I'm happy."

[               ]



Most young people felt that

they were more likely to

achieve better study, housing

and employment outcomes if

they stayed with a carer (than

doing it independently).

For more information, 
contact
qld@create.org.au 
or call (07) 3317 6020         

 
www.create.org.au

Many young people wanted to
have more independence but
still needed to have access to
support services and networks
through their transition to
adulthood.

Over a third of young people

shared that no one had

spoken to them about where

they'd live when they turned 18.

"independent but with support...

someone to pop in every few

days..."

Some young people shared
that they wanted to return to
family at 18.

"Mum wants me to be with her. she

missed out on a lot of time with

me. I can't afford to move out."{

 

"I would like to stay with a carer

to help me with my borderline

personality and possible PTSD.

They would be able to

understand it."

 

"I am not ready. I have no money

and I don't know enough... to

live independently."

Young people shared that they
wanted help in accessing
support services, life skills,
housing and relationships. 


